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Sirex, Hemerobius, and also found as hyper-parasites on
Aphides.
The Cynipidce have been divided into eight sub-families,
of which the most important are the ligitince, the Ibaliince,
and the Cynipince. These sub-families are all based on             ^
structural characters, but in a general way it may be said that
the Figitince and the Ibaliince are parasitic and that the
Cynipince comprise the gall-makers and inquilines.
The Cynipidce are parasitized to a great extent by Chalci-
doidea. The gall-makers are kept in check by the hosts of
inquiline Cynipidce ; sometimes the inquiline and the original
gall-insect both reach maturity, but usually the inquiline
causes the death of the legitimate tenant.
There are about 180 British species recorded; the majority
of the Cynipince are to be found on oak trees throughout the
country. The Cynipidce have been monographed in Genera               4
Insectorum by J. J. Kieffer and K. W. von Dalla Torre, Fasc.               !
9 and 10 (1902-1903). The British species are described by
Cameron in British Phytophagous Hymenoptera, vols. Ill
and IV.
Cynipidce are not of great economic importance, except in
so far as the formation of large numbers of galls interferes
with the growth and health of the host plant.
Cynips kollari, " the Marble Gall," when numerous, is
apt to stunt and distort the young oaks.
Diastrophus turgidus in America forms galls on the roots
of the raspberry and bramble, and Cynips olece is recorded as
a pest on olive in Italy.
Group III.   SERPHOIDEA
Small. Usually winged, but venation reduced. First
abdominal segment not elbowed.
Formerly this group was termed " Oxyura " and comprised
the family Proctotrypidce. According to the latest classifica-
tion, the Proctotrypidce have been split into seven new families,
and placed along with the Pelecinidce, to form the Serphoidea.
The old family name of Proctotrypidce will be retained here as
a whole, and the Pelecinidce will be dealt with separately.